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Dear Friends                       Community,
Brooklyn has always known that the strongest safety net is the one we weave for 
each other. It’s the person who checks on their older neighbor down the hall, the 
block association that ensures the stoops are shoveled and the trees are watered, 
and the local nonprofit that gives young people a place to go after school while 
opening their eyes to a future they didn’t know was possible. 

This is not nostalgia, it is the living, breathing reality of who we are as Brooklynites. 
And in a year that brought real hardship to our neighbors, it is exactly what carried us 
through.

We’ve seen the strain at food pantries stretched beyond capacity, cultural centers 
whose federal funding has been cut, at houses of worship sheltering immigrant 
families, and in the daily work of the nonprofits that hold this borough together.

But we also saw how Brooklyn backs Brooklyn: donors giving generously; neighbors 
volunteering; nonprofits extending their reach. Together, we launched our Brooklyn 
Backs Brooklyn campaign to stand in the gap for our communities. Our rallying cry 
is based on the conviction that when larger systems fall short, local action becomes 
our most powerful tool. The help we need is found in each other.

This report, Meeting the Moment, is the story of how 2.7 million people from Bed-
Stuy to Bensonhurst, Greenpoint to Gravesend, are coming together to not just 
respond, but to build. 

The road ahead is not easy. But alongside the challenges in these pages, you’ll find 
the ingenuity and community-found solutions that run through our borough. Block 
by block, together we are building a more fair and just Brooklyn where everyone can 
thrive.

Every one of us has a part in that. There is no contribution too small. What this 
moment asks is not perfection—it asks for presence. Keep showing up, in whatever 
way you can. 

With deepest gratitude and partnership, 
 

Dr. Jocelynne Rainey 
President & CEO

Michael Gillespie 
Board Co-Chair

Tim Simons 
Board Co-Chair
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$150M+
To Nonprofits 2009-2025

$20.65M+
To Nonprofits In 2025 Alone

$17.39M
In DAF Grants

Brooklyn Org is a champion for Brooklyn, connecting generous donors, local nonprofits, 
and everyday Brooklynites around a shared belief that a fair and just borough for all is within 
reach. Through Donor Advised Funds and responsive grantmaking, we’ve moved $150M+ to 
support Brooklyn communities in times of crisis and moments of joy, day in and day out. We 
invite everyone who cares about Brooklyn, equity, and building our collective future to join 

us. There are so many ways to show up, from volunteering, to donating, gathering resources, 
sharing your neighborhood insights, celebrating in community at our events, and spreading 

the word about the incredible work that makes Brooklyn a beacon for the world.

IN 2025:

2,200 
Attendees Joined Us At Major Events

Who               Are

FAMILIES

YOUTH

IMMIGRANTS

OLDER ADULTS

CIVIL RIGHTS

JUSTICE REFORM

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE

HOUSING

HEALTH & 
WELL-BEING

JOBS & ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY

ARTS & CULTURE
250 

Community Members Volunteered At 
BKO’s Annual Day Of Service

700  
Nonprofit Professionals Participated In 
40+ BKO Capacity Building Programs

56
Community Advisors Participated In 

BKO Grantmaking

By The     Numbers

$12.89M
To NYC (74.1%)

$8.5M
To Brooklyn (48.9%)

Green City Force

$3.26M
In Strategic Grants Directed To 90 Nonprofits Across     12 Impact Areas
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Supporting BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn

Brooklyn Org Changemakers Ball 

BKO merch for the whole family

Brooklyn Org Changemakers Ball

Brooklyn Roasting Company × Brooklyn Org

Celebrating Brooklyn moms

Planet Brooklyn Festival
Our limited edition ornament collab with Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, 
Brooklyn Made, and City Point
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A RAPIDLY SHIFTING LANDSCAPE

When federal funding disappears and essential services are cut, Brooklyn’s nonprofits are 
the ones who fill the gap by keeping food on tables, protecting families, and defending the 
rights of our neighbors. Brooklyn Org is uniquely positioned to meet this moment. As the 

borough’s platform and connector for local giving, we sit at the intersection of community 
knowledge, donor resources, and nonprofit relationships built over more than fifteen years. 

That position comes with responsibility: to look to the past and invest in what has always 
sustained us, to act with urgency in the present, and to build the resources and partnerships 
that will carry Brooklyn forward long after this current moment. We are not just responding 

to a crisis, we are strengthening the infrastructure that will outlast it.

Meeting The 
The nonprofits that sustain our communities are operating in conditions unlike 
anything most have faced before. They are stretching budgets, taking on new clients, 
and navigating a landscape that shifts week to week and often day to day. 

The erosion of the federal social safety net has pushed basic needs such as food, 
healthcare, and housing stability further out of reach for families already stretched 
thin by the affordability crisis. Heightened immigration enforcement has sent 
shockwaves of fear through our communities. And cultural institutions that carry 
Brooklyn’s collective histories and creative legacies forward are facing funding cuts 
that threaten their ability to survive, let alone thrive.

Defending 
Rights

Protecting 
Families

Preserving 
Culture

Addressing the immediate impacts of federal budget cuts 
and shutdowns that have pushed basic needs out of reach 
for many Brooklyn families.

Supporting advocacy, litigation, and direct services 
defending the fundamental civil liberties of Brooklyn’s 
most vulnerable residents including older adults, 
justice-impacted individuals, and immigrants.

Recognizing that preserving our collective memory and 
creative life is not separate from the work of justice, but 
rather a central part of our future, we are investing in 
core Brooklyn cultural institutions through a 1:1 matching 
grant of $10,000 to inspire broader community giving 
and strengthen each organization’s base of individual 
supporters for the season ahead.

The stories that follow are highlights from across our partner network—a glimpse 
into the trends, challenges, and breakthroughs our grantees are living right now. 
They are not outliers; they are the reality of life in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn                            Brooklyn
Brooklyn Org launched our Brooklyn Backs Brooklyn campaign in July 2025 
in response to growing strain on our neighbors, pledging a 25% increase in our 
grantmaking. In total we awarded an additional $740K to 28 organizations—above 
what was already planned for the year—thanks to the generosity of our donor 
community. Together, we are:

Brooklyn Ballet at the Brooklyn Org Changemakers Ball
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New York Immigration 
Coalition
New York Immigration Coalition 
builds collective power for immigrant 
communities by coordinating a statewide 
network of over 200 immigrant and refugee 
rights groups advancing campaigns for 
access to representation, expanded 
healthcare coverage, and lasting 
protections for Brooklyn residents facing 
rising enforcement and instability.

Brooklyn Defender 
Services
Brooklyn Defender Services represents 
Brooklyn residents in criminal 
and family court while providing 
wraparound immigration and civil 
legal services, pairing public defense 
representation with advocacy work 
to protect families and address the 
ripple effects of system involvement.

Documented
Documented publishes community-driven 
journalism to expand access to news and 
critical information that helps immigrants 
in New York and across the country thrive, 
providing original, responsive reporting 
and actionable resource guides in English, 
Spanish, Chinese and Haitian Kreyol.

Photo Credit: April Xu for Documented

Defending 
Rights

As immigration enforcement intensifies across New York City, Brooklyn’s immigrant 
communities face mounting fear, legal vulnerability, and shrinking access to critical 
services. Raids, deportation threats, and the rollback of federal protections have 
left families uncertain about their futures, and increasingly reliant on a network of 
trusted community organizations. The nonprofits supported through Brooklyn Org’s 
defending rights grants are serving as essential frontlines of defense: coordinating 
advocacy networks, providing legal representation, and ensuring that every 
Brooklynite—regardless of status—can access the rights and resources 
they deserve.

New York Immigration Coalition

Backed by
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For immigrant families navigating Brooklyn’s 
detention system, freedom can come down to 
a dollar amount paid in full before a loved one 
returns home.

Envision Freedom Fund has worked for nearly 
a decade to ensure freedom isn’t determined 
by what someone can afford. Founded as a 
community bail fund in 2015, it shifted focus 
to paying immigration bonds after New York’s 
landmark bail reform law took effect in 2020 
and eliminated cash bail for most misdemeanors 
and nonviolent felonies. Since then, it has paid 
$11M+ in bonds and secured the release of 1,200+ 
people from ICE detention.

While based in Brooklyn, the fund’s reach 
extends further: community members have 
recently been transferred to detention centers 
as far as California, adding travel costs, legal 
fees, and strain on families. Immigration bonds 
must be paid in full, often within days. Release 
depends on a family’s ability to pay large sums 
upfront, a system advocates call one of the most 
unjust features of immigration detention.

In January 2026, Momunbek Kadyrkulov, an 
asylum seeker and father of seven, arrived at a 
routine immigration check-in at Federal Plaza; 
he ended up detained and held for over three 
weeks. Envision Freedom Fund’s Executive 
Director Rosa Santana saw his story on social 
media and took action. The organization posted 
Momunbek’s $10K bond, and in February he was 
released and reunited with his family. 

Families of people in immigration detention 
are often forced to make an impossible choice 
between taking on crushing debt or leaving their 
loved ones behind bars. For Envision Freedom 
Fund, paying bond is about interrupting that 
cycle. After paying a bond that often ranges 
between $10K-$30K, a staff member or partner 
volunteer drives to the detention center to bring 
the person home. “For us, seeing that freedom, 
that’s what keeps us going, that’s what keeps us 
here,” says Santana.

Release is only the first step. A post-release 
program led by a social worker assesses each 
person’s needs, and a welcome packet provides 
essential information, legal referrals, and a 
gift card. The organization also runs the only 
live immigration detention hotline in New York 
State, connecting people inside directly to 
someone outside.

“When we found out we were receiving 
support from Brooklyn Org, we couldn’t 

believe it. It has been so helpful to continue 
paying bonds and to sustain our staff. That 
funding is connected to people’s freedom.”

ROSA SANTANA, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ENVISION FREEDOM FUND

Envision Freedom 
Fund

ARRIVING IN NYC IS THE FIRST HURDLE FOR IMMIGRANT FAMILIES. ONCE HERE, NEW 
BARRIERS RISE TO GREET THEM—INCLUDING THE SPECTER OF DETENTION. 

Rosa Santana, Executive Director, Envision Freedom Fund

Courtesy Envision Freedom Fund

Demand has surged amid federal immigration 
enforcement, and funding remains a constant 
challenge. In 2025, Envision Freedom Fund 
set an initial goal of paying $500K in bonds; by 
year’s end, it had paid $1.3M, and that momentum 
carried into 2026—in just the first quarter, they 
paid $1.3M, freeing 116 people, five times more 
than at the same point last year. “The surge in 
bond requests is unlike anything we’ve seen, and 
our team is responding with everything we have,” 
says Santana. Support from Brooklyn Org played 
a critical role in making that possible.

“When we found out we were receiving support 
from Brooklyn Org, we couldn’t believe it,” 
Santana says. “It has been so helpful to continue 
paying bonds and to sustain our staff. That 
funding is connected to people’s freedom.”

Brooklyn Org’s funding provided direct bond 
support and served as a launching pad for 
growth by helping the organization expand its 
capacity and strengthen infrastructure during a 
period of surging demand.

With requests continuing to rise, the 
organization has set a goal of paying $2M in 
bonds this year—dollars that, for families waiting 
outside detention centers and courthouses, 
mean freedom.

In New York, Envision Freedom Fund stands as a 
reminder that collective action can transform a 
bond amount into a pathway back home.

Backed by
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Protecting 

For Brooklyn’s families, access to basic needs has never felt more precarious. Since 
January 2025, sweeping federal budget cuts to programs like the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, and emergency food assistance 
have pushed everyday resources further out of reach for households already 
struggling with the cost of living. Nearly half of our borough (1.2M residents) are 
enrolled in Medicaid, and over 1 in 4 Brooklynites rely on SNAP to make ends meet. 
While millions of dollars designated for Brooklyn communities have been reduced, 
eliminated, or otherwise locked out by a series of rapidly changing eligibility 
requirements, local organizations that help families navigate these systems are 
working harder than ever to fill the gaps.

Arab American Family 
Support Center
Arab American Family Support Center 
provides cultural, linguistic, and trauma-
informed social services to immigrant 
and refugee families through adult 
education, youth enrichment, legal 
support, mental health counseling, and 
support navigating critical services 
and public benefits enrollment.

Flatbush Development 
Corporation
Flatbush Development Corporation helps 
families weather rising costs by offering 
emergency food assistance, benefits 
and case management support, tenant 
organizing through the Flatbush Tenant 
Coalition, and small business help that 
strengthens local stability.

Red Hook Initiative
Red Hook Initiative connects youth, 
young adults, and families to pathways for 
stability through workforce development, 
community building programs, afterschool 
activities, benefits case management, 
and leadership development 
opportunities, including pathways 
into emerging industries.

Power of Two

Backed by
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The Campaign 
Against Hunger

OVER 1 IN 6 BROOKLYNITES EXPERIENCE FOOD INSECURITY. 
THIS NONPROFIT FOUNDED IN BED-STUY TACKLES COMMUNITY HUNGER 

WITH DIGNITY AND CARE, AT SCALE.

What began in a church basement serving 50 
families has grown into one of Brooklyn’s most 
expansive anti-hunger organizations. Today, 
The Campaign Against Hunger, founded by Dr. 
Melony Samuels, serves more than 1.5 million 
individuals, distributes more than 20 million 
meals and serves over 27 million pounds of food 
to community members in need annually. 

For Dr. Samuels, providing food to those who 
need it most has always been about ensuring 
people have consistent access to the food and 
support they need to navigate daily life in our 
country’s largest and most expensive city.

“Our mission is to empower our neighbors to lead 
healthier, more productive lives by addressing 
the root causes of poverty. Through nutritious 
food access, education, and resources, we 
foster independence and self-sufficiency.” 
Dr. Samuels explains. 

Today, that work spans food distribution centers, 
a mobile pantry, online food ordering systems, 
youth development programs and four urban 
farms across Brooklyn. The Campaign Against 
Hunger (TCAH) has grown from once handing 
out prepacked bags of groceries to a choice-
based model where families can select their own 
food in ways that feel dignified and empowering.

When COVID-19 reshaped how communities 
accessed necessities, the organization was 
prepared with an online ordering system that 
allowed families to safely access food without 
waiting in crowded lines. 

During that time, TCAH opened an 11,000 
square foot warehouse transforming their 
operations and allowing them to serve more 
families, more efficiently, at a moment of 
unprecedented demand.

Behind that rapid response and growth is a team 
made up of the communities they serve. 

“Our team is from the community,” Dr. Samuels 
says. “They believe in the mission. They are 
stakeholders in the community. They will roll 
up their sleeves and work weekends if that’s 
what it takes.” 

Many staff members once stood in line for food 
themselves. Today, they are helping neighbors 
access the same support. 

Like many nonprofits serving essential needs, 
TCAH is navigating significant financial strain, 
including the loss of millions in federal funding. 
For an organization that refuses to turn families 
away, those losses are deeply felt. But instead 
of scaling back, the organization has continued 
to show up for every family that walks through 
their doors.

“Our mission is to empower our neighbors 
to lead healthier, more productive lives by 

addressing the root causes of poverty.”
DR. MELONY SAMUELS, 

FOUNDER, THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST HUNGER

Backed by

At a critical moment, Brooklyn Org supported 
TCAH by awarding a two-year general operating 
grant, offering stability and the ability to 
continue supporting their neighbors who rely 
on them. 

“When we saw the amount, the entire team 
rejoiced,” she says. “It’s just-in-time funding that 
allows us to continue executing the work and 
ensure families get food.”

The support from Brooklyn Org is ensuring 
TCAH maintains operations in neighborhoods 
where food insecurity remains high, reinforcing 
the role of community-based organizations in 
meeting urgent local needs. 

Looking ahead, Dr. Samuels envisions Brooklyn’s 
first ecosystem food hub, a space that would 
expand access to healthy food, create jobs and 
provide a welcoming atmosphere for families. 
The hope is for the hub to not only distribute 
food but serve as a community anchor where 
neighbors can come together and gather.

Through a comprehensive model that integrates 
food access, benefits enrollment, workforce 
development, and urban agriculture, TCAH 
meets communities where they are while 
addressing the root causes of food insecurity. 

And in neighborhoods across the borough, that 
work continues one family at a time.

14 15
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Backed by
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum
Brooklyn Children’s Museum is New 
York City’s largest and oldest cultural 
institution designed especially for 
families, providing an essential space 
for hundreds of thousands of local 
families and children each year to explore 
art, science, and world cultures.

651 Arts
651 Arts is a cornerstone of Brooklyn’s 
cultural landscape, championing 
contemporary performance that reflects 
the histories, creativity, and perspectives 
of the African Diaspora, and offering 
community programs and arts education 
that promote civic engagement and 
lifelong learning.

Cool Culture
Cool Culture provides thousands of low-
income families passes for unlimited free 
access to dozens of cultural institutions 
citywide—museums, history and science 
centers, zoos, and more—and hosts 
neighborhood “Culture Clubs,” where 
families can experience and create art, 
connecting with educators and artists.

Preserving 
Culture

Brooklyn’s arts organizations have never been more vital, or more vulnerable, than 
they are right now. The stability and future of cultural institutions nationwide have 
come into question, as they face federal funding cuts and an overall drop-off in 
investment in BIPOC cultural organizations due to attacks on DEI. Local cultural 
institutions do far more than present art; they preserve the histories of communities 
long excluded from dominant national narratives, providing truth and continuity 
when those stories are under threat. They are living expressions of Brooklyn’s 
identity, shaped by and accountable to the people they serve. And in this moment 
of deepening polarization, they serve as essential gathering spaces that foster 
dialogue, shared experiences, and the kind of community connections that bring our 
borough closer together.

The Iconic House of Juicy Couture at the Brooklyn Org Changemakers Ball
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In the heart of Crown Heights, tucked between 
brownstones sits a place where history is 
tangibly present. The four Hunterfly Road 
Houses make it possible to imagine what life was 
like nearly two centuries ago for the free Black 
community of Weeksville.

Weeksville, founded in 1838, became a place 
of opportunity and self-determination for free 
and formerly enslaved Black people. Today, that 
legacy lives on through the Weeksville Heritage 
Center, which serves as both a steward and a 
storyteller of this history.

“We exist to make sure the story of Weeksville 
is told,” says Executive Director Raymond 
Codrington. “Preservation matters because 
communities like this don’t always get the 
opportunity to preserve their monuments or 
their stories.”

After decades of being hidden in plain sight, 
the homes have been carefully restored by the 
Weeksville Heritage Center and staged to reflect 
different eras of Weeksville’s history, allowing 
visitors to step directly into the lives of the 
families who once lived there.

But Weeksville is not only about preserving 
the past. It is about connecting history to 
the present.

The center invites visitors to engage with 
Black history through exhibitions, public art, 
performances, and educational programs. 
Artists-in-residence, augmented reality 

installations and community festivals create new 
entry points for audiences of all ages, meeting 
people where they are and expanding how 
history can be experienced.

The work of preserving Weeksville’s historic 
homes while sustaining year-round public 
programming is both deeply meaningful and 
increasingly complex. Cultural institutions 
centered on Black history face mounting 
challenges: funding instability, the high cost 
of maintaining historic buildings, and broader 
debates about whose stories are valued and 
preserved. Yet Weeksville continues forward 
with a strong sense of purpose. 

“Every day is Black history,” Codrington says. 
“We have a responsibility to continue the work.” 

That responsibility increasingly includes looking 
toward the future. As climate change reshapes 
urban environments, Weeksville is exploring 
how historic preservation can intersect with 
sustainability and community resilience. From 
climate-conscious infrastructure improvements 

to implementing shade structures that respond 
to rising temperatures, the site continues to 
adapt to a changing city. As both a cultural 
institution and a community space, Weeksville 
serves as a public gathering place and a site for 
education, creativity and civic engagement. 

Codrington’s vision for Weeksville is expansive: 
to grow its national and international recognition 
while remaining deeply rooted in Brooklyn. The 
goal is not simply to preserve history but to 
remain a space where education, the arts and 
community can continue to thrive.

Support from Brooklyn Org has helped provide 
the stability needed to pursue that vision.

“When times are challenging, knowing you have a 
partner like Brooklyn Org matters. Their support 
isn’t just financial, it’s the feeling that you’re not 
doing this work alone. They understand Brooklyn, 
and they stand with organizations like ours for 
the long term,” says Codrington.

By providing not only funding but also strategic 
support and partnership, Brooklyn Org has 
helped Weeksville translate vision into lasting 
impact for Brooklyn’s cultural identity.

Nearly two centuries after its founding, 
Weeksville remains what it has always been: 
a place built by community and shaped by the 
belief that history belongs to everyone. Walking 
through the grounds today, visitors encounter 
a living story that continues to grow with each 
generation.

And here, in this corner of Brooklyn, that story is 
still unfolding.

Weeksville 
Heritage Center

ONE OF THE LARGEST FREE BLACK COMMUNITIES FROM PRE-CIVIL WAR 
AMERICA LAY HIDDEN FOR YEARS IN CENTRAL BROOKLYN. TODAY, IT’S A 

TESTAMENT TO HOW CULTURAL LEGACIES FROM THE PAST CAN DEEPEN 
CONNECTIONS IN THE PRESENT.

  “When times are challenging, 
knowing you have a partner like 

Brooklyn Org matters. Their support 
isn’t just financial, it’s the feeling that 

you’re not doing this work alone.”
RAYMOND CODRINGTON, 

PRESIDENT AND CEO, WEEKSVILLE 
HERITAGE CENTER

Backed by
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Our 
 

In Action
WITH BROOKLYN ORG, THERE IS A PART TO PLAY FOR EVERYONE.

Brooklynites preserve the beautiful, vibrant and diverse cultural fabric of the place 
we call home. The strength of our borough is found in our communities, in moments 

of connection, joy, and action. There are so many ways to get started!

 Brooklyn Org Changemakers Ball

Brooklyn Org Volunteer Day

2026 Brooklyn Org Spark Prize Winner Asiyah Women’s Center
Brooklyn Org Spark Breakfast

NYC Footy × Brooklyn Org

Brooklyn Org Annual Listening Tour

Brooklyn Org Community Forum

Show Brooklyn Some Love Fest
Brooklyn Org Volunteer Day
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In the early 1960s, a 17-year-old Elayne Grant 
Archer embarked on a solo, 12+ hour bus ride 
from Toronto to Boston for a college admissions 
interview, with few expectations other than 
enjoying the rare chance to travel. She got in—
and when she made her way to Brooklyn in 1972, 
she put down roots and knew she had found her 
home of a lifetime.

After Elayne passed away suddenly in April 
2024, her daughter Dana Archer-Rosenthal 
and husband Clifford Rosenthal established 
a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at Brooklyn Org 
to honor her memory. But to understand why 
Brooklyn Org felt like the right home to reflect 
on her legacy, you have to first understand where 
Elayne came from.

Elayne’s backstory is one known by many 
immigrant New Yorkers. Born in England in 1943, 
her father was killed in the Second World War 
before she ever knew him, leaving her mother 
a young widow with two children. In search of a 
fresh start, her mother immigrated to Toronto, 
but support was nearly nonexistent for single 
mothers. For years, Elayne and her brother lived 
apart from their mother, placed informally in 
foster care and at boarding schools, the only 
way their mother could work in the absence of 
childcare. Elayne wouldn’t live under the same 
roof as them until she was nine.

Those early years shaped her resilience, her 
compassion, and her dedication to women’s 
rights and supporting children in need, causes 
that inform how Dana and her family give 
through their fund today. As Dana shares, 

“My brother put it really well when he said that 
my mom never wanted to see a child struggle 
because of her own experiences growing up. I 
think by extension, she just never wanted to see 
a mother struggling. So we’ve been supporting 
organizations through our DAF that are invested 
in women and children and providing them with 
a range of resources like healthcare, which 
has been a neat way to think broadly about 
our giving.”

When Elayne settled in Park Slope, she and her 
first husband pooled resources with another 
family to buy a home together and live as a 
genuine commune, sharing childcare, cooking, 
and the work of keeping a household going. 
Though she became an American citizen, she 
thought of herself as a New Yorker first. She 
knew her neighbors, showed up through local 
community organizations, and remained fiercely 
committed to reproductive health for nearly 
50 years. 

“I liked the idea of having a more 
strategic giving vehicle, an opportunity 

to ask what organizations and causes 
my mom would really want to support, 
and that are important to me because 

they were important to her.”
DANA ARCHER-ROSENTHAL

How A Brooklyn Org DAF Is 
Honoring A Family Legacy

THE ELAYNE GRANT ARCHER FUND

Elayne displays her naturalization certificate after being sworn in 
as a US citizen, on the stoop of her Park Slope home (1999)

Elayne and Dana at a reproductive rights rally (Fall 2021)

Clifford and Elayne (2023)

When Elayne died, Dana and her family wanted 
to honor her thoughtfully. Opening a DAF in 
her mother’s name gave her a framework for 
intentional, values-driven giving. “I liked the idea 
of having a more strategic giving vehicle,” she 
says, “an opportunity to ask what organizations 
and causes my mom would really want to 
support, and that are important to me because 
they were important to her.”

Exploring Brooklyn Org’s grantee catalog has 
been a great resource, introducing Dana to 
essential community-based organizations. 
When she shared this directory with her father 
and brother, they independently pointed to the 
same groups as ones they knew Elayne would 
have supported.

Elayne’s story shows what becomes possible 
when someone finds their home in Brooklyn, 
and turns their compassion into action. She 
arrived in Brooklyn as an immigrant, built a life of 
connection and commitment, and passed those 
values on. Dana hopes friends and neighbors 
who loved Elayne will think of The Elayne Grant 
Archer Fund as a way to keep honoring her. For 
Dana and her family, Brooklyn Org has been the 
right partner for that work as Elayne’s story, in 
so many ways, is Brooklyn’s story too.
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“The DAF provides a simple and efficient 
structure for our giving. The BKO 

platform makes it easy to vet tax status, 
manage grants, track our history, and 

support organizations over time.”
DEBORAH AND RAÚL VELÁZQUEZ 

DAF HOLDERS

“We love how Brooklyn Org is so 
responsive to us as donors. It’s really 

easy to reach out to staff, ask questions, 
understand what our donations are 

going for and how they’re managed.”
BEN KLIGLER AND SUSAN KARWOSKA 

DAF HOLDERS

A Brooklyn Org                    Can 
Unlock Your Giving Legacy

A Donor Advised Fund at Brooklyn Org is one of the most powerful, and most 
understated, giving tools available. Think of it as the ultimate charitable vehicle 
that lets you give on your own terms: you contribute when the time is right, take an 
immediate tax benefit, and grant to the causes you care about, nationwide, at your 
own pace. 

What makes Brooklyn Org different is simple: our 1% administrative fee goes back 
into our work for Brooklyn, and towards advancing models for equity and justice 
that impact our local communities and reverberate nationwide. When you open a 
fund or transfer your existing DAF to Brooklyn Org, you’re not just building your own 
philanthropic legacy; you’re investing in a stronger future for all of us.

A DAF isn’t only for major donors or established philanthropists. Individuals, 
families, and giving circles of all kinds use them as a starting point for more 
meaningful, lasting giving. Opening a Brooklyn Org DAF is the first step that anyone 
can take to begin their philanthropic journey and deepen their legacy through 
building focused, intentional support for the causes and communities that matter 
most to you. If you’ve ever wanted your generosity to really add up to something, this 
is where to begin.

Fund Holders

Get Started

Explore our 
fund options

Connect with 
our team
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Participatory 
Grantmaking Advisory 

Council
Anne Sherman
SUNSET PARK

“There’s so much to love about Brooklyn: the accents, 
the diversity, the energy.  It’s the biggest small town in 
the world.”

Sada Connel
EAST NEW YORK

“Brooklyn is a beautiful blend of magnetic people and vibrant 
cultures. Brooklynites are always flexing our strength to 
lead change.”

Adrien Weibgen
FLATBUSH

“Brooklyn’s energy and diversity are unmatched and there’s a 
place for you here, no matter who you are.”

Xavier Ifill
EAST FLATBUSH

“Brooklyn is the greatest place in the world. Having lived here for 
most of my life, I still discover new neighborhoods.”

Irsa Weatherspoon
CROWN HEIGHTS

“With all the richness of beauty, culture and diversity that is 
steeped in Brooklyn, there is nothing that you cannot find and 
appreciate. As I always say, Brooklyn is the center of the universe!”

Andrea Gil
MILL BASIN

“I love how neighbors come together to imagine and build 
change in Brooklyn.”

John Leyva
COLUMBIA WATERFRONT

“I love that Brooklyn is a microcosm of the world. So many 
different ethnicities, cultures, languages, customs, traditions, 
sexual orientations, social classes, all living harmoniously 
together. There’s no better place in the world!”

Brooklyn Org centers residents with lived experience and expertise as key 
decisionmakers in reviewing grant proposals, conducting site visits, and selecting 

nonprofits for funding, guided by our belief that those who are closest to the 
challenges in our communities are closest to the solutions.
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Moving The
Founded in 2016, the Brooklyn Org Spark Prize has since awarded over $5.4 million 
to outstanding Brooklyn organizations advancing racial justice and addressing 
critical challenges in our communities. Five winners and 20 finalists are selected 
annually by a committee of distinguished Brooklynites for the $100,000 prize based 
upon three primary criteria:

Our 2026 Brooklyn Org Spark Prize winners are lighting a path for a future where 
every Brooklynite finds safety and belonging, addressing urgent needs and providing 
the resources to dream beyond the present.

2025-26 BROOKLYN ORG SPARK PRIZE COMMITTEE

Lisa Cohen

Brooke Safford 
Cohen

Isabel Cristo

Bethany D’Meza

Kenneth Ebie

Sophie Lippincott 
Ferrer

Amy Freesun

Lillian Goldenthal

David Golub

Helen Hadzismajlovic

Erica Hamilton

Meredith Hostetter

Melissa Jamal

Lauretta Joseph

Deitra Mara

Alison Maschmeyer

Tamika Matheson

Salvador Muñoz

Robyne Walker 
Murphy

Amanda Sue Nichols

Angela Outlaw-
Matheny

Lindsay Pizzi

Melissa Prober

Harry Schiffman

Jenna Shapiro

Esmeralda Simmons

Anne Sperling

Karen St. Hilaire

Laurie Tamis

Seble Tareke-
Williams

Adrian Techeira

Marc Wancer

Jackie Wilson

Jessica Yager

Selin Zalma

 N’yomi Allure Stewart, BTFA Member, Associate Director of CATS: The Jellicle Ball on Broadway (2026)

YVote puts the tools of democracy into the 
hands of Brooklyn’s youth.

S.T.O.P. advocates for our civil liberties 
and defends communities impacted by 
pervasive surveillance.

The B.R.O. Experience Foundation 
provides space for young men of color to 
heal, grow, and lead.

Black Trans Femmes in the Arts supports 
Trans artists to share their stories. 

Asiyah Women’s Center helps domestic 
violence survivors find stability 
and healing. 

Commitment 
to Equity

Born in 
Brooklyn

Vision of 
Future

Organizations that have a deep history in Brooklyn 
and a continued commitment to serving the borough.

Organizations that address systemic challenges and 
advance racial and social justice for all Brooklynites.

Organizations that have a strong vision for the future 
of their work in Brooklyn and beyond.
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The Nonprofit Sector
Through primarily free workshops and trainings, networking gatherings, and our 
annual nonprofit conference, our Nonprofit Capacity Building Program holistically 
grows the skills, resilience, and connections of local nonprofit professionals to 
maximize their potential and help them join forces to multiply their impact.
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Brooklyn Org sits at the center of a broad and dynamic ecosystem of partners who 
all share a stake in building a fair and just Brooklyn, including individual residents and 

family foundations, small businesses and corporations, and civic leaders across 
city and state government.

Individuals & Families
Brooklyn Org gives you a front row seat to supporting 
change, deepening your connection to your community 
and the vital nonprofits working to help Brooklynites 
thrive. Through Donor Advised Funds, events and 
activations, volunteering, learning opportunities, and 
other special engagements, Brooklyn Org partners with 
local givers to invest in our neighborhoods and build a 
stronger future for our borough.

Businesses
As the borough’s go-to giving partner, Brooklyn Org is 
proud to collaborate with local and national companies to 
spread love across our communities through corporate 
social responsibility programs, round-up campaigns like 
The Etsy Uplift Fund, and more.

Program Partners
Through our sector-leading approach grounded in racial 
justice, we work with government, philanthropic, and 
private institutions to develop strategic initiatives that 
touch every corner of Brooklyn, like our multi-year 
Brooklyn Energy Initiative in partnership with the 
National Grid Foundation.

Over the years, Brooklyn Org has cultivated deep relationships across these three 
pillars, to channel their collective energy into grantmaking, volunteerism, large-
scale initiatives, and community-driven solutions that reach every corner of the 
borough. Whether it’s a family investing in their neighborhood, a corporate partner 
running a round-up campaign, or a government agency stewarding millions toward 
underserved communities, Brooklyn Org bridges the gap between local givers and 
the nonprofits working from the ground up to serve our neighbors. This coalition-
building approach ensures that everyone who believes in Brooklyn—residents, 
businesses, and leaders alike—has a meaningful role in advancing equity, justice, and 
quality of life for all members of our communities.

Local artists designed Brooklyn holiday ornaments to 
benefit BKO

Brooklyn Org Volunteer Day

Brooklyn Energy Initiative partners

Our
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Partnering with National Grid Foundation 
for The Brooklyn Energy Initiative

In Brooklyn, energy costs are first felt at home—where aging infrastructure, more 
extreme temperatures, and increasing cost of living weigh heavily on homeowners, 
landlords, and tenants alike.

But energy is also part of our borough’s future. As the sector shifts toward a 
greener, more climate-resilient economy, our borough needs pathways that connect 
Brooklynites to the training, skills, and jobs that will shape what comes next.

That is the driving force behind the Brooklyn Energy Initiative, a two-year 
partnership between Brooklyn Org and the National Grid Foundation, which includes 
over $700,000 in funding to support residents around two connected areas of work: 
the Future of Energy and the Future of Homes.

Brooklyn Org does more than distribute funding. We help larger philanthropic 
partners make a greater impact in Brooklyn: through relationships, through 
community-rooted organizations, and through solutions shaped by the people 
closest to the challenge.

Our partnership with National Grid Foundation reflects that model in action.

Our Partnership With The Joe and Clara 
Tsai Foundation’s Social Justice Fund

In partnership with The Joe and Clara Tsai Foundation’s Social Justice Fund, 
The Just Brooklyn Prize is a $100,000 annual award that celebrates five 
outstanding champions in the fight for racial justice in Brooklyn, with each winner 
receiving an unrestricted $20,000 grant in recognition of their contributions to 
the pursuit of racial and social justice in the borough. 

Olaronke Akinmowo
FOUNDER & DIRECTOR, 
THE FREE BLACK WOMEN’S LIBRARY

Crystal Clarity
FOUNDER, MEDICINE WALLS

Derrick Nkosi Cain
FOUNDER, TOUCHDOWN NYC

Shneaqua Purvis
FOUNDER, 
BOTH SIDES OF THE VIOLENCE

Cathie Wright-Lewis
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
POWER IN THE PEN

2025 Just Brooklyn Prize Award Ceremony

Welder Underground

Just Brooklyn Prize Winners

Future of Energy
Our nonprofit partners are preparing young 
adults and early-career workers for jobs in 
energy, infrastructure, STEM, and the green 
economy. That work looks different across the 
borough: introducing an emerging workforce to 
electrical and HVAC programs; GIS mapping for 
energy and infrastructure careers; tech and data 
analytics training; sustainability career training 
for public housing residents; paid internships 
and career-starter placements with local 
utilities; welding inside a professional fabrication 
shop; and training for solar, building efficiency, 
and e-mobility careers.

Future of Homes
Nonprofits are working directly with residents 
facing high energy bills and difficult housing 
conditions, helping Brooklynites understand 
their options, access emergency heating 
assistance, navigate rebates and energy 
efficiency programs, and make informed 
decisions about retrofits and home upgrades.
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Our Family Of Funds
Anonymous (33)

1834 Project  

A Better Brooklyn Fund 

A Tree Grows in Red Hook 

The Addy Thornton Memorial Fund  

Akintayo Holder Fund 

Albert Vann Legacy 
Scholarship Fund  

Allinbklyn  

Amelia & James Wilson Family Fund 

Andrew Kimball Sarah Williams Fund 

Anne and Mark Townsend

Barbara Edwards Delsman and Alan 
M. Delsman Fund 

Beacon Giving Group  

Becker Family Fund 

Bee Raw-Save the Bees 

Beller Family Fund

Black Art Futures Fund 

BREDS Fund 

BREDS Fund II 

The Brock McGill Foundation 

Brooklyn Branches Giving Circle 

Brooklyn Dream Network 

Brooklyn Fair Share

Brown Seed Fund

Buckholz/Fontaine Fund 

Bunchberry Fund 

The Callon Family Fund

The Carrot Fund

Carson Family Fund 

CGJN Fund 

Christopher P. Santoro 
Scholarship Fund  

Constance L. Christensen Fund 

Crystal Wei Forward Fund

Curio Radicans

Curtis K. Walton Sankofa 
Memorial Fund  

Dahl Family Fund

Darrow Family Fund 

The DeFossett/Banks Fund

E. K. P. Bettridge Fund

Eberly Wallace Family Fund 

The Elayne Grant Archer Fund

Empowering Venerable 
Achievement Fund  

Fellerath Goodwin Fund 

The Fennec Fund

Fishman Family Fund 

Foggin Fund

Four Oaks Brooklyn 

Frankie Morris-Perez Memorial 
Scholarship Fund  

The Friedman Family Fund

Friends of New York Gregorian 
Chant Project Fund  

Frosenblumin Fund 

Furci Family Fund

Gasteyer-McKittrick Family Fund 

George and Mary Memorial Fund  

Gillespie Glant Family Fund

Giraffe Fund 

Goldman Sachs Commodities 
Giving Circle  

Goodrich Family Fund

The Grace Fund  

The Gratitude Fund 

Griffiths Family Fund 

Gueron-Strickland Family Fund 

Hammond Family Scholarship Fund 

Hinton Phillips Family Fund 

The Ichigo Charitable Fund 

Island in the Sun Fund 

Jesse and Wendy’s “Neighbor 
To My Neighbors” Educational 
Advancement Scholarship  

Jessie Streich-Kest Memorial Fund  

JMH BK Charitable Fund

Joel Herzig Memorial Fund  

John Raskin and Eric Schneider Fund 

Joseph Mohbat Memorial Fund  

Judy and Henri Gueron Family Fund 

Judy Olivia Grant Legacy Fund  

Karwoska/Kligler Family Fund

The Kaye Family Charitable Fund  

Kelly Murphy

Kiley-Waibsnaider Fund

Kirven Family Fund 

Lasting Memories Fund  

Leslie and Andy Schultz Family Fund 

The Luis Family Fund

Mamie and Justin Stewart 
Family Fund 

Maple Hill Road Fund 

Marti Family Fund 

The Michael and Devera Witkin Fund

Miles Ahead Fund

The Meyer-Minoff Family Fund 

Nicholas “Nico” Isaac 
Memorial Fund  

OLAC Giving

Olivia Asiala

The Pasta Rose Scholarship 

Pay it Forward Fund

Pelican Foundation for Creative 
Education  

Pier Six Fund

Prober-Hughes Family Fund 

PSVL 

Quincy and Nia Fund 

The Rainey Scholarship Fund 

Raymond J. Rue 
Memorial Scholarship  

The Reeves-Walker Fund 

Roney Liu Brooklyn Impact Fund 

Rossman Family Fund 

Saleem Ali Foundation  

Samuel Fishman Fund 

San Filippo DAF 

Savoy Friedman Donor Advised Fund

SBS & FDR BKO Fund

Schneider Family Fund

Schwartz Family Foundation 

The Scout Fund 

The Seedworks Activist Fund

Serescitos Fund 

Shaheen Rushd & Jeremy Silverman 
Family Fund 

Shapiro Peraza Fund

Snowy Day Fund 

Stanford GSB Alumni for Black Lives  

Steadfast Horizon Fund

Stirrup Family Fund 

Susan and Peter Restler 

Sylvie Fishman Janowitz Fund 

Taylor Marriott Family Fund 

The Techeira Jones Charitable Fund

Theodore Fishman Fund 

Thigpen Hill Family Fund 

Thrush-Chang Charitable Fund

Timothy & Nicholle Simons Family 
Charitable Fund 

TJFJ Fund for Children 

The Varela-Pelenur Fund

VLD Gives 

Wayne S. Mackie Memorial Fund  

We Ride at Dawn 

Whoriskey Family Fund 

Yatrakis Family Fund

YOUTH DAFS

Anonymous (10) 

BOARD DESIGNATED 
ENDOWED FUND

The Fishman Fund for Brooklyn

CORPORATE ADVISED 
FUNDS 

Brooklyn For All Fund

Etsy Impact Fund

Murtala Tunde Balogun Foundation

Urban Youth Activist Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST 
FUNDS 

CABS Community Foundation 

Congregational Home Legacy Fund 

The Fund for the Health and 
Integrity of Seniors

NONPROFIT FUNDS 

Brooklyn Ballet Fund

Brooklyn Chamber of Music 
Society Fund

Brooklyn Empower Fund

The Human Justice Fund

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Memorial Fund

 Employee Matching Program

BKO welcomes contributions of all amounts and is grateful for the 
partnership of thousands of Brooklynites each year; for brevity, this list 
reflects gifts of $500 and above from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. We make 
every effort to list names correctly and apologize for any errors or omissions.

Please reach out with any corrections at giving@brooklyn.org.

 Giving Circle
 Memorial/Tribute Fund

BKO is thankful for the 
partnership of fund holders from 
Brooklyn and beyond. This list 
reflects Donor Advised Funds 
(DAFs) active as of June 30, 
2026. We make every effort 
to list names correctly and 
apologize for any errors or 
omissions.

Please reach out with any 
corrections at 
donorservices@brooklyn.org

Corporate Supporters
Amalgamated Bank

Anat Gerstein, Inc.

Atlantic Terminal

The Baupost Group 

Bennett Midland

Boston Consulting Group

Brooklyn Alliance, Inc.

Brooklyn Brewery

BSE Global

Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & 
Hamilton LLP

Con Edison

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Donor Atlas

EmblemHealth

Forethought Advisors, LLC

Goldman Sachs *

Goldman Sachs Gives

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Hudson Ferris

Insperity Services, L.P.

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

KLG Psychological P.C.

McKinsey & Company

Mike Esposito Fundraising

Moody’s Corporation *

National Grid

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Park Slope Cleaning

ParkPoint Strategies

Pathstone

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP

Pfizer *

Ponce Bank

Santander Bank

Sidley Austin LLP

Song.Law

Stellar Management

Therapy Wine Bar

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Wells Fargo

Our Community

  “It feels like having a partner in the 
scholarship. Whenever any issues come up, 

I get responses from BKO right away. 
I had someone to bounce ideas off of, 

and I didn’t feel alone.”
  ALLISON AREVALO 

DAF HOLDER

Foundation Supporters 
AEN Foundation

Bergen Family Foundation

The Bernard and Anne Spitzer 
Charitable Trust

Boger Family Foundation, Inc.

Carson Family Charitable Trust

Congregational Home Legacy Fund

Dawn Fund

DeLaCour Family Foundation

Edward S. Moore Family Foundation

Ford Foundation *

Grace J. Fippinger Foundation

Inherent Foundation

Joe and Clara Tsai Foundation’s 
Social Justice Fund

The Kouzmanoff-Gerstein 
Family Fund

The Lary Foundation 

LeBlanc Family Fund

The Lipsky Family Donation Fund

The Luciana Fato Foundation

The Lumpkin Family Foundation

Mariposa Foundation

The Offensend Family Foundation

Open Society Foundations

Select Equity Group Foundation *

Sills Family Foundation

Susan Beth Salo Foundation

Stardust Fund

The Tower Hill Foundation

Torrey Family Foundation

Warburg Pincus Foundation

In-Kind Supporters 
Barry Enderwick

Brooklyn Brewery

Brooklyn Roasting Company

Brooklyn Stillhouse

Chamisal Vineyards

Court Street Grocers

Garrett Oliver

Martingale Cognac

St. Francis College

Sother Teague
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Individuals                          Families

Anonymous (12)

Nancy Abraham and Colin Brown

Virginia Abrams

Amelia Adams

Hardy • and Rochelle Adasko 

Nawaaz Ahmed

Gregory Anderson •

Chris Angove and Erica Cohen

Alexis Aquino •

Jacob and Megan Arnold

Jennifer Jones Austin and 
Shawn Austin

Gary Bagley

Helene Banks

BATSCLC Inc.

Jessica Bauman and Ben Posel

Alice Beal and William Kuntz

Martin Bell

Alyssa Belle •

Alan Beller and Stephanie Neville

Bradlee Benn

Shari Berman and Jack Pascarosa

Thomas Bettridge+ and 
Wendy Reitmeier 

Neil Binder and Rachel Karliner

Jonathan Bines and 
Alexandra Jacobs

Lisa Bing

Stefanie Birkmann and Sunil Savkar

Lara Elizabeth Birnback

Drew Black

BloomAgainBklyn

Crystal Bobb-Semple

Charles Bond

Jo and Paul Bonewitz

Lori Bongiorno

Grace Bonilla

BRIC

Monique Brizz-Walker

Benton Brown

Courtney Bryan

Maria L. Buck

Katie Buckels and Andrew Strauss

Janel Callon+

Andrew Cantor and Flory Wilson

Maritza Carmona

Marcella Carr-Gay •

Madeline and Ed Carson

Gisele Castro

Michael Cembalest and Rachel Hines

Charu Chandrasekhar

Art Chang and Allison Thrush

Megan Chopra and Rahul Sevani

Constance Christensen 

Melissa Chua

Bedirhan Cinar

Francis Clayton and Jessi Hempel

Annie Cleary •

Brendan Coburn

Raymond Codrington

James and Jane Cohan

Lisa C. Cohen

Rebecca Cohen

Kimberley Coke •

Camille Cole and Ben Heidlage

Marjorie Coleman

Samora Coles

Gregory Collier

Jacqueline Cook

Barry Adam Cooper

Stephen Copek •

Kevin and Shavonne Correia

Laura J. Corwin

Kris Corzine

Jonathan Cyprys

Katherine Daly

Lurie Daniel Favors

Katharine+ and Peter Darrow

Aaron Dean

Michelle DeFossett+ and 
Victor Banks

Matthew Dickstein •

Erik C. Didriksen 

Gaia DiLoreto

Bethany and Olivier D’Meza

Aaron Dorfman and 
Talia Milgrom-Elcott

Jonnel Doris

Guy Dorsainvil and Alison 
Maschmeyer

Neely Doshi-Cather •

Torian Easterling

Ashley Eberhart and Michael Kowal

Atiba Edwards

David Ehrenberg and Jessica Yager

Lauren Elbert

Somia El-Rowmeim

Peter Endriss

Nicole Epps •

Christian Ercole

Gail Erickson and Christa Rice

Mike Esposito •

Carolyn Fast and Michael Tiger

Sharon Fay and Maxine Shaffer

Dan Fennessey

Retha Fernandez

Andrew and Sophie Ferrer

David and Lonnie Firestone

Alan° and Judith Fishman

Mark Foggin •

Andrew and Blake Foote

Ann-Marie Foster

Kathy Franklin

Nigel Frankson

Randy Frazer

Adam Freed and Ken Ohashi

Gideon Friedman

Lucy and William Friedman

Samuel Friedman

Tanya Friedman+ and Denise Savoy

Peter Furci+ and Suzanne Elio

Lauren Gallagher

Ivy Gamble Cobb

Jacob Gardener

Ana Gasteyer and Charles McKittrick

Edward and Kathleen Gentner

Anat Gerstein

Michael and Sarah Gerstenzang

Rachel Gichinga •

Godfrey Gill

Michael Gillespie+ and Lauren Glant

Giving Tuesday

Lillian Goldenthal

David Golub

Sandra Goodridge

David Gopstein

Sarah Graizbord

Gina Granger

Maura Greaney •

Alice and Robin Griffiths

GRIOT Circle

Jay and Stephanie Gromek

Grow Brooklyn Inc.

Nicole Gueron+ and Carter Strickland

Samidh Guha

Kristine Haag

Andrea Hailey

Steven Hakusa

Valerie Haliburton •

Carter Hamontree

Ellen and Scott Hand

Jeff Hao and Suyin So

Justine Harris and Jack Youngelson

James and Susan Harris

Lisa Hartland

Maggie and Ronan Harty

Gary Hattem and Frazier Holloway

Grace Havlin

Jeanne Hegner •

Anne Herrmann •

Jennifer L. Highland

Isabell Hill

Michael Hirschhorn and 
Jimena Martinez

China and Michael Hoffman

Amanda and Jarrett Hoffman

Meredith Hostetter and 
Anthony Newman

Seth Houston

Joshua Ho-Walker

Dana Hughes and Melissa Prober

Kat Hunter

Lesleigh Irish-Underwood+ and 
Frederick Underwood 

Zachary and Wanda Jackson

Hilary+ and Edwin Jager

Zul+ and Melissa Jamal

Sarah E. James

Anne January and Paul Van Horn

Linda Johnson

Deon Jones

Jillian Joseph

Lauretta Joseph

Deborah and Jorge Juantorena

Dara Kagan

Mamie Kanfer Stewart+ and 
Justin Stewart

Matthew Kaplan and Kamy Wicoff

Susan Karwoska and 
Benjamin Kligler

Susan Kath and Steven Schindler

Sarah Kaufman and Isaac Zaur

Jonathan Kelly

Lynn Kelly

Lawanna Kimbro +

John King

Emily and Michael Kirven

Katherine and Scott Kleiner

Rose Kob •

Jeffrey Kochian

Amy Kolz

Minden Koopmans

Lorena Kourousias+

Duncan Kruse and Alison Melick

Diana and Jason Kyrwood

Kathryn Landis

Laurence H. Woodward 
Funeral Home

Dune Lawrence

Richard Lee

Edward Leibman

Ian Levy

Vivian Liao Korich+ and Dan Korich

Geraldeen Licurse

John N. Lieber

Angelica Lightburn

Christopher Lotts

Lori and Marvin Luis

Scott Malcomson and Becky Martin

Kenneth and Susie Mandelbaum

Uma Mantravadi

Deitra Mara and 
Anthony Santa Cattarina

Louis Marcais

Janee Markowicz

Harsha+ and Meera Marti

Art Matin and Lise Porter

Diane Max

Lexy Mayers •

Emmett and Lindsay McCann

Jainee McCarroll

Joseph and Pamela McCarthy

Kevin Patrick McCaul

Jessie McClintock Kelly

Depelsha McGruder

Cynthia McKnight •

Laura McKnight

Scott Medintz and Emily Reisbaum

Aastha Mehta

Stacey Meshnick

Noa Meyer+ and Edward Minoff

Kaeley Michaelson

Kimberly Miller and Ian Pancham

Sanjay and Sonali Mody

Kalilah Moon

Audrey Moore

Darren Moore

Richard° and Barbara Moore

Gregory J. Morris

Chandraban Motilall

Ackneil Muldrow

Kelly Murphy 

Christopher Charles Nana-Sinkam

Asha and Devdutt Nayak

Shabari Nayak

New York Congregational 
Community Services

Steeven Nelson •

Amanda • and Patrick Nichols

Erika Nijenhuis

The Noel Pointer Foundation

Maeve O’Connor and 
Johannes Brojatsch

Office of Assemblymember 
Brian Cunningham

Katharine and Ryan Ogg

Davina Ogilvie

Audra and Robin Ottaway

Alison Overseth

Saundra Parks

Michael Partis

Randy Peers and 
Deborah Roman-Peers

Deroy Peraza+ and 
Jenna Shapiro

Katrena Perou

Rachael Peters •

Andi Phillips+ and Paul Hinton

Gabriel and Lindsay Pizzi

Jane Platt and 
Thomas Radey Johnson

Play It Forward

Matthew Porter

Brittany Prescott

Jocelynne and Perry Rainey

Matthew and Megan Rand

Bharath Reddy

Jeremiah Reilly •

Peter and Susan Restler

Brendan Reynolds

Marcia Rowe-Riddick •

Shwetha Ringel

Mia Risher

Marvina Robinson •

Carley Roney+ and David Liu

Erica Roseman •

Brenda Rosen

Daniel and Lisa Ross

Eliza and Jim Rossman

Ariella Rotenberg

Lisa and Daniel Roth

Alyssa Rower

David Ruff

Shaheen Rushd+ and 
Jeremy Silverman

Nancy Sands

Connie+ and John Sargent

Robinson Sawyer

Juanita Scarlett

Edward Scarvalone and 
Hillary Weisman

Christopher Schott and Carla Shen

Adine Schuman-Pusey •

Gabriel Schwartz° and 
Jolie Curtsinger Schwartz

Susan Shah

Seema Shah •

Vishal+ and Monica Sheth

Elana Sigall

Hildy Simmons° and David Sprafkin

Tim+ and Nicholle Simons

Joanne N. Smith

Taylor Smith

Kevin Snyder

Robert Stachura

Melissa Starr

Richard Stegmaier

Diane° and Joseph Steinberg

Coleen Stevens Porcher

Shelley+ and Rochelle Stewart

Tim Stoenner and Kathy Urbina

SUNY Downstate Health Sciences 
University

Alexa and Marc Suskin

George Suttles

Patricia Swann

Elizabeth Syso 

Carla Tabb •

Seble Tareke-Williams

Jennifer Tausig •

David and Karen Tayeh

Susannah Taylor+ and 
Phillip Marriott

Adrian Techeira+ and 
Robert Jones Jr.

Angela Terry

Chad Thomas

Tupper W. Thomas

Nigel Thompson

Rabbi Rachel Timoner+

Genevieve Tremblay

Joanne Tucker

Ariane Turley

Elizabeth Tuttle

Bradley Twohig and Jessica Zucker

Kathy Urbina •

Lindsay Van Zandt

Sehj Vather

Liza Velazquez

Amelia Vogler Topping

Ramy Wahbeh

Hizam Wahib

Simeon Wallace and Pauline Zwaans

Michael Watsula

Stephen Weiner

Carmencita Whonder+ and 
Augustine Saylee

Neil and Susan Whoriskey

Stephanie Wilchfort

Daniel and Kim Williams

Sarah Williams° and Andrew Kimball

Barry Williams Enderwick

Amerika and Bradd Williamson

Michael and Michele Wolfson

Lynette Wood

Husein Yatabarry

HaChi Yu •

Selin Zalma

Lily Zhou

Michael and Barbara Zimmerman

Jawole Zollar  •

 Brooklyn Org Board Member, 
2025-26

 Brooklyn Org Trustee 
Emeritus

• Brooklyn Org Member

BKO welcomes contributions of 
all amounts and is grateful for 
the partnership of thousands 
of Brooklynites each year; for 
brevity, this list reflects gifts 
of $500 and above from July 
1, 2025 to June 30, 2026, and 
includes BKO Members who 
joined through July 31, 2026. We 
make every effort to list names 
correctly and apologize for any 
errors or omissions.

Please reach out with 
any corrections at 
giving@brooklyn.org.
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Financials
Highlights of our FY25 Audited Financials (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025)

Total Expenses: $25,077,072.95

Program Service
$2,094,957.09

Fundraising
$666,682.16

Total Assets: $153,678,553.71

Scholarship Fund  0.45%
 $692,717.66

Nonprofit Fund  0.22%
$340,956.48

Giving Circle  0.09%
$131,343.17

Corporate Advised 
Funds 
$7,248,667.04

Independently 
Managed DAFs 
$8,812,801.37

Unrestricted

41.01%
$63,018,856.62

Field of Interest Fund

24.92%
$38,298,596.77

Classic DAF

22.86%
$35,134,614.60

4.72%

5.73%

Our Team
Dr. Jocelynne Rainey 

President & CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michael Gillespie 
Co-Chair

Timothy Simons 
Co-Chair

Hilary Ley Jager 
Vice Chair

Andi Phillips 
Treasurer

Katharine Darrow 
Secretary

DEFINITIONS

Unrestricted: Brooklyn Org’s team conducts our strategic 
grantmaking from these assets to support nonprofits that 
advance racial justice and provide critical resources to 
communities who have been historically disempowered and 
discriminated against across our borough. All eligible Brooklyn-
serving organizations are invited to apply for general operating 
support; applications are accepted at any time, and funding 
decisions are made twice per year in partnership with our 
Advisory Council of local community members. Funding from these 
assets also supports Brooklyn Org’s general operating costs.

Field of Interest Fund: These funds support specific causes 
chosen by the donors who established them, with grantmaking 
directed by the Programs team at Brooklyn Org. Field of Interest 
funds can be seeded with assets from nonprofits that have ceased 
operations but are required to transfer their assets to another 
nonprofit conducting work on particular issues, to maintain the 
original philanthropic intent of donations.

Classic DAF: All grantmaking from Classic Donor Advised 
Funds is made through grant recommendations from their Donor 
Advisors (we also refer to these individuals as “fund holders” at 
Brooklyn Org). These assets are considered unrestricted, since 
they are not dedicated to a particular purpose upon creation, 
and grantmaking decisions lie in the hands of the individual fund 
holders, as opposed to Brooklyn Org.

Corporate Advised Fund: We frequently work with businesses 
to develop well-rounded corporate giving programs, including 
matching gift programs, through these funds to support causes 
that are important to companies and their employees.

Scholarship Fund: Similar to a Classic DAF, all grantmaking 
from Scholarship Funds is made through grant recommendations 
from their Donor Advisors. We leave it to the Donor Advisors 
to determine how they set up and manage any scholarship 
applications and criteria they may have; our team simply makes 
their grants once they decide on the recipients.

Nonprofit Fund: Sometimes called a “Nonprofit Agency 
Fund,” these allow an organization to focus on its mission, 
rather than spend time identifying and supervising investment 
managers. These funds are ideal for nonprofits looking to set up 
an account for long-term invested assets, separate from their 
daily operating expenses. It can also help a nonprofit with gift 
planning and endowment-building to ensure its long-term financial 
sustainability.

Giving Circle: Giving Circles allow a group of donors with shared 
interests to combine their resources as a group to make high-
impact grants to the nonprofits and causes they care most about. 
Like the charitable version of a book club, how you organize your 
goals and your group’s structure is up to you.

Independently Managed DAF: Allows you to open a charitable 
fund with a minimum initial gift of $1M, while continuing to receive 
support from your personal wealth advisor to manage and 
grow the fund's assets. This option combines the flexibility and 
personalized investment strategies of your advisor with Brooklyn 
Org's philanthropic expertise to ensure your giving has the 
greatest possible impact.

Youth DAF: Current BKO fundholders can open a Youth DAF; our 
fund program invites youth under 17 to open their own DAF with a 
starting balance as low as $50.

Thomas Bettridge
Janel Callon

Michelle DeFossett
Tanya Friedman

Peter Furci
Nicole Gueron

Lesleigh Irish-Underwood
Zul Jamal

Mamie Kanfer Stewart
Vivian Liao Korich

Lorena Kourousias
Harsha G. Marti

Deroy Peraza
Carley Roney

Shaheen Rushd
Vishal Sheth

Shelley Stewart III
Susannah Taylor
Adrian Techeira

Rabbi Rachel Timoner
Carmencita Whonder

Learn More
brooklyn.org/team

Grantmaking

70%
$17,546,126.78 

Management 
and General

19%
$4,769,306.92

3%

8%

*Financial information reflects available data at the time of publication. Final audited financial statements are available at brooklyn.org/financials.

Grants Paid: 
From DAFs
$15,455,558.78

Grants Paid:  
Strategic
$2,090,568.00

88.09%88.09%

11.91%11.91%
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Join Our 

At Brooklyn Org, we’re confident that together we can make Brooklyn a blueprint for 
change—where neighbors help neighbors, challenges are met with solutions, and all 

communities can thrive. But to achieve long-term change for our communities, 
we all have a part to play.

Donate  

Your support helps power this movement—directly fueling grants, programs, and 
impact across the borough, showing what’s possible when Brooklyn Backs Brooklyn. 
Join. Donate. Spark Change.

Give Online at 
brooklyn.org/give

Please make checks payable to “Brooklyn Org” 
and mail them to:

Brooklyn Org 
Attn: Development 
80 Hanson Place, 5th Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11217

Contact our team to explore giving with:

•	 Employer Matches

•	 Stock Donations

•	 ACH / Wire Transfer

•	 Planned Gifts & Bequests

•	 Complex Assets

•	 Additional Giving Options

Open A Donor Advised Fund 
Or Transfer Your Fund To BKO

Donate With A Donor Advised Fund
Recommend a grant to us from 

your fund at Brooklyn Org. To give from your DAF held by another provider, 
contact your fund administrator and name 

“Brooklyn Community Foundation DBA Brooklyn 
Org (EIN: 11-3422729)” as the grant recipient.

Give anywhere while maximizing your local impact by 
opening a tax-efficient Donor Advised Fund (DAF), or by 
transferring your existing fund from another provider to 
work with us.

By simply having your fund at Brooklyn Org, you’ll be 
supporting critical work across the borough—all fund 
fees go directly to our strategic grantmaking.
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“Brooklyn Org is the connecting thread between our household 
and the broader community, between people and power. 

The work they do—understanding what our neighbors truly need, 
and building the relationships and trust to help meet those needs—is 
essential to building a more equitable Brooklyn. Through supporting 

Brooklyn Org and showing up in person to their broad range of 
events, our family feels the kind of connection that makes living in 

community, right here in Brooklyn, rewarding for the soul.”

CREATIVE

Thank you to our partners for providing images of 
their work to supplement our photography.

Report Design by Bardo Industries

Our membership is designed for people who want to be more connected to Brooklyn, 
to local nonprofits, and to one another. Through special events, experiences, and a 
community of engaged Brooklynites, members help strengthen the borough while 

supporting Brooklyn Org’s mission. Membership is $500 annually ($42/month).

Become A BKO 

Sign up today at 
brooklyn.org/memberships 

JENNA SHAPIRO, 
BROOKLYN ORG SPARK PRIZE 

COMMITTEE MEMBER

DEROY PERAZA, 
BROOKLYN ORG BOARD MEMBER
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JOIN OUR MOVEMENT



@BklynOrg (718) 480-7500 brooklyn.org


